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harmful effects of foreign rule on the economic well-
being of the people. This consciousness in its turn led
to intensification of the country's struggle to achieve
her freedom.

Secondly, throughout the biography I have quoted
profusely from Romesh Dutt's own writings and those
of contemporary writers in order to present a realistic
picture of facts and views in their contemporary setting.
T feel that a personality can be better judged from what
he writes and says himself, and from what others write
and say of him at the time, than by a narrative presented
by a writer a couple of generations later.

In concluding this Preface I must express my grate-
fulness to the Editorial Board not only for being kind to
and patient with me, but even more so for asking me to
undertake this work. It has given me great pleasure to
delve into the past, and try to see our country as it was
m the second half of the nineteenth and the first decade
of the present century. To what extent we in the present
generation after achieving the country's freedom have
been able to live up to the hopes and expectations of the
early sponsors of the freedom movement is a fascinating
speculation which is forced on us by a study of the lives
of the great men of the nineteenth and the early twen-
tieth century,

My thanks are also due to my erstwhile colleague,
Dr. Raj K. Nigam who has helped me very considerably
in collecting materials for the biography and by discuss-
ing the manuscript with me. His constant encourage-
ment and that of my daughter, Parvati, made my task
considerably lighter.